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speech; however it passed on. But again, last Tuesday,
when it was to be in the committee, such forces were
mustered against the bill, that behold all the world regarded
it as a pitched battle between Lord Bute and Lord Holland
on one side, and the Bedfords and Grenville on the other.
You may guess if it grew a day of expectation. When it
arrived, Lord Bute was not present, Lord Northumberland
voted for the bill, and Lord Holland went away. Still
politicians do not give up the mystery. Lord Denbigh
and Lord Pomfret, especially the latter, were the most
personal against his Grace of Bedford. He and his friends,
they say (for I was not there, as you will find presently),
kept their temper well. At ten at night the House divided,
and, to be sure, the minority was dignified; it consisted
of the Dukes of York and Gloucester, the Chancellor, Chief
Justice, Lord President, Privy Seal, Lord Chamberlain,
Chamberlain to the Queen, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and
a Secretary of State. Lord Halifax, the other Secretary,
was ill. The numbers were 44 to 58. Lord Pomfret then
moved to put off the bill for four months; but the cabinet
rallied, and rejected the motion by a majority of one. So
it is to come on again after the holidays. The Duke of
Newcastle, Lord Temple, and the opposition, had once
more the pleasure, which, I believe, they don't dislike, of
being in a majority.

Now, for my disaster j you will laugh at it, though it
was woful to me. I was to dine at Northumberland House,
and went a little after hour: there I found the Countess,
Lady Betty Mackenzie, Lady Strafford; my Lady Finlater*,
who was never out of Scotland before; a tall lad of fifteen,
her son5; Lord Drogheda, and Mr. Worseley. At five,
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